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growing up. When finally given the
chance, they continued that family
tradition of achievement. I am excited
to see what new heights these out-
standing Eagle Scouts and community
leaders will reach. Many more will
come after them, and our communities
will be better for it.

Oregonians always take pride in serv-
ing our State and this great country,
and these three Eagle Scouts are a
great example of that. Today I say con-
gratulations to the first women from
Oregon to earn the rank of Eagle
Scout, and I wish them many more
years of success.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CARMINE CANN, SR.

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, it is a
great privilege of mine to rise and
honor a pillar of strength in my home
State of West Virginia, Carmine Cann,
Sr., as we celebrate his 90th birthday
on July 27, 2020.

Carmine has been like family to me
for much of my life, and if there is any-
thing to know about Carmine, it is
that family is everything. It is one of
the countless things I have always ad-
mired most about him, in addition to
his unwavering devotion to our home
State and his unparalleled knowledge
of business and the law. Throughout
my own life and career, I have always
kept Carmine in the back of my mind—
remembering to stay strong for my
State and my family.

A native of Clarksburg, Carmine
practiced law with his father upon
graduating from West Virginia Univer-
sity College of Law. In 1954, their firm
merged with another and became
Young, Morgan and Cann, where he
practiced until joining Flaherty’s
Clarksburg office in 2017.

Carmine served in the West Virginia
Legislature for 8 years as a member of
the House of Delegates. Throughout
government circles, he was widely
known for his keen political awareness.
The Charleston Gazette dubbed him
““Mighty Mouse’ for his accomplish-
ments in and behind the scenes. After
choosing not to run for reelection, Car-
mine served the West Virginia Coal As-
sociation and West Virginia Beer
Wholesalers Association as a govern-
mental relations consultant for over 25
years.

Some of his awards and honors in-
clude St. Mary’s Irish Legend in 2011,
Italian American Man of the Year by
the West Virginia Italian Heritage Fes-
tival in 2005, and recipient of the Dis-
tinguished West Virginian Award in
1995.

Among his many roles in the commu-
nity, Carmine is also well known as a
founding member of the Italian Herit-
age Festival’s Board of Directors. The
Italian Heritage Festival is such a spe-
cial event for me and for people not
only in West Virginia but for people
from across the country. The Italian
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immigrants who came to this country
didn’t know where they were going,
couldn’t speak the language, and were
unfamiliar with Appalachian culture.
All they knew is that they had to work
hard and were determined to provide a
good life for their families. That is
what the Festival represents, and those
are the ideals that Carmine upheld. His
lovely wife Florence, their 7 children,
25  grandchildren, 24 great-grand-
children, and their entire family, 73
people altogether, have all been active
in this beloved festival. After Flor-
ence’s passing, Carmine endowed the
Florence Chico Cann Children’s Cre-
ative Arts Program as well as the Chil-
dren’s Chorus. Carmine is committed
to the beautiful North Central region
of our State, and I know I join count-
less West Virginians in thanking him
for his service to his community for so
many years.

Carmine will tell you that much of
his success is rooted in faith, and he is
forever thankful for the blessings that
his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, has
provided. He is never one to accept ac-
claim very well, instead deferring all
praise and thanks to the Almighty. He
is a shining beacon of his faith, family,
community, and State.

Carmine’s expertise has been sought-
after by Senators, Congressmen, Gov-
ernors, budding community leaders,
and his friends and family. He has
never been one to shy away from a
friendly debate with those who have
opposing views. Carmine has the great-
est respect for all opinions—people
from all walks of life. He is first and
foremost an outstanding person, a gen-
tleman in the old sense, and a true
broker of compromise in a world so in
need of that leadership and trust.

Carmine, despite that we aren’t able
to have a birthday party in your honor
this year, I know this will still be a
memorable occasion for you to reflect
on your many accomplishments and ex-
periences, while you enjoy the well
wishes from your loved ones. You have
provided so much happiness and wis-
dom to the lives of those around you,
myself included. It is my wish that the
memory of this special day remains
with you just as your guidance and in-
fluence will remain in all the lives you
have touched. I know that Florence, a
true angel, is smiling down on you.
Gayle and I are thinking fondly about
you on this special day, and we sin-
cerely appreciate your many years of
loyal friendship.e®

————

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR PHILIP R. CANTRELL

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, it is
an honor to rise today to recognize the
unwavering service of a true West Vir-
ginian, CSM Phillip R. Cantrell, as he
retires from Active military service
and transitions to a new chapter of
public service. Phillip Cantrell is sim-
ply the best of the best. He is humble,
competent, compassionate, and a war-
rior scholar. He has served in the
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toughest of environments, leading gen-
erations of men and women while hav-
ing an immeasurable and positive in-
fluence on them. I know this because 1
was fortunate to have Phillip on my
staff for a year as a congressional fel-
low and am fortunate to call him my
friend.

Command Sergeant Major Cantrell is
retiring from his final assignment,
where he served as the senior enlisted
leader of the West Virginia National
Guard, a duty that he assumed in 2018
where he advised the Adjutant General
on all matters pertaining to the nearly
6,400 enlisted soldiers and airmen of the
West Virginia National Guard. Before
this assignment with the West Virginia
National Guard, Phillip served in the
toughest and most elite Active Army
units, in combat and in peace. Phillip
is the Soldier’s Soldier, having trained
a generation of leaders as a drill ser-
geant, led infantry units in combat as
a first sergeant and command sergeant
major, and paid reverence to our Na-
tion’s veterans as the command ser-
geant major of the Old Guard.

Growing up in Logan County, Phillip
enlisted in the Active Army Infantry in
May of 1988 as soon as he graduated
high school. He attending infantryman
training at Fort Benning, GA, and
would add many qualifications along
the way, including Master
Jumpmaster, Air Assault, Combat In-
fantry, and Drill Sergeant Badges. He
married his wife Sherry in June 1989,
and they have been together through
numerous deployments, traveling the
world together to serve their country
and State.

Anyone who has served in the mili-
tary knows that the noncommissioned
officer is the backbone of the Army.
Throughout his career, Phillip has
done the heavy lifting and served at
every level of noncommissioned officer
leadership, to include team and squad
leaders, platoon sergeant, first ser-
geant, operations sergeant major and
battalion and brigade command ser-
geant major.

Command Sergeant Major Cantrell
served in the 82nd Airborne Division
from 1988 to 1996, participating in Oper-
ation Just Cause and Operations Desert
Shield/Desert Storm before being reas-
signed to Fort Leonard Wood to serve
as a drill sergeant. Upon his comple-
tion of drill sergeant duty, he returned
to the 82nd Airborne Division and Fort
Bragg, where he was deployed on a
peacekeeping mission to Kosovo with
the 3/5604th Infantry Regiment.

In 2005, while first sergeant of D
Company, 2/505th Infantry Regiment,
82nd Airborne Division, Command Ser-
geant Major Cantrell was deployed in
support of Hurricane Katrina relief ef-
forts and subsequently deployed two
companies to Iraq in 2006 in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was de-
ployed to Iraq in one of the most dan-
gerous locations during 2006-2007, the
time period known as the surge, when
troop deployments were unexpectedly
extended from 12 months to 15 months.
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My State director served on the ground
with him in Iraq during this time and
attests to his solid leadership, having
seen him operate during the most chal-
lenging, life-and-death conditions. She
called him ‘‘the best in a unit of the
bests,”” which is a testament to his
leadership in the most difficult of con-
ditions.

After his combat deployments to
Iraq, he was promoted to sergeant
major in 2008 and after completion of
the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Acad-
emy was assigned as the 8th Army Op-
erations and Protection Sergeant
Major in Yongsan, Korea.

Command Sergeant Major Cantrell
was then competitively selected to
serve as the battalion command ser-
geant major of 4th Battalion, 3rd Infan-
try Regiment at Fort Myer and in 2012
was hand-selected as the brigade com-
mand sergeant major of the 3rd Infan-
try Regiment, ‘“The Old Guard.” This
hallowed unit is America’s oldest Ac-
tive Duty infantry unit where only the
best are selected to serve. The Old
Guard is the official ceremonial unit of
the Army, providing a guard at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and per-
forming countless commemorations at
Arlington National Cemetery, amongst
other missions. Phillip’s service at The
0Old Guard is of the highest caliber and
reflects great credit upon his patriot-
ism and abilities.

After serving as the most senior en-
listed member of The Old Guard, Phil-
lip was again competitively selected as
an Army congressional fellow, an
honor awarded to very few highly com-
petitive servicemembers. That is where
I really got the chance to know Phillip
and see him in action when he served
as a member of my staff for a year.

I have come to know Command Ser-
geant Major Cantrell well throughout
the years as a valuable part of my
team as an Army congressional fellow
and can attest to his strength of char-
acter and profound leadership. It is a
privilege to recognize him for his serv-
ice to our State and Nation.

Following the year in my office, he
was a congressional legislative liaison
in the Army Senate Liaison Division,
traveling around the world with con-
gressional delegations.

Command Sergeant Major Cantrell
holds a master’s degree in legislative
affairs from George Washington Uni-
versity and a bachelor’s in human re-
source management from American
Military University.

Because of Phillip’s career and his
unique leadership talents, it is my
greatest honor to recognize his service.
When visitors come to West Virginia, I
jump at the chance to tell them we
have fought in more wars, shed more
blood, and lost more lives for the cause
of freedom than most any State. We
have always done the heavy lifting and
never complained. We have mined the
coal and forged the steel that built the
guns, ships, and factories that have
protected and continue to protect our
country to this day.
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I am so deeply proud of what West
Virginians have accomplished and what
they will continue to accomplish to
protect the freedoms we hold dear.
Command Sergeant Major Cantrell is a
part of this legacy of excellence and an
inspiration to all who will follow in his
footsteps. I want to wish Phillip, his
wife Sherry who has been with him
every step of the way, along with his
family and many friends, a heartfelt
congratulations and warm wishes for
future health and happiness.®

———

REMEMBERING MARK ALLEN
GOUZD

o Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President I rise
today to honor the life of a proud West
Virginian and a devoted husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather, my cousin, Mark
Allen Gouzd.

Put simply, Mark embodied what it
means to be a West Virginian, and the
legacy he has left is such an important
part of our heritage. There is no great-
er accomplishment than being in a po-
sition to give back to your community,
and his work in mine safety and rescue
truly benefited our home State in a
profound way that undoubtedly saved
countless lives.

After graduating from Mannington
High School and later Fairmont State
College, Mark began his career in land
surveying and eventually began work-
ing with Federal Number 2 Mines. As
an instructor for the Mine Rescue Pro-
gram, Mark diligently prepared miners
for the rigors of working underground.
The teams he trained always went on
to perform well in local, State, and
even national competitions. For the
last few years, Mark worked as an ex-
tension agent for West Virginia Univer-
sity as the manager of mine rescue and
emergency response training at WVU’s
Doll’s Run facility. He also served as
the WVU Collegiate Mine Rescue Team
trainer.

Having experienced a coal mining
tragedy within our own family, Mark’s
work was especially admirable and
came from a place of caring deeply for
the people who keep our lights on, as
well as their families. West Virginia
suffered an immeasurable loss when 78
brave coal miners were Kkilled in the
Farmington No. 9 mine disaster 52
years ago. My dear uncle John Gouzd,
one of my neighbors, and several high
school classmates were in the mine
that day. For days, we all sat around
the company store waiting for updates
about the fate of our loved ones. I will
never forget the look on my mother’s
face when she heard the news that her
younger brother had died in the explo-
sion. Our community and the entire
State came together to mourn the lives
we lost. For Mark and me, that dis-
aster fueled our passion for promoting
changes that would help keep our min-
ers safe and also ensure their families
were taken care of.

I always consider myself fortunate to
have grown up around such strong, in-
spiring people. Marion County and our
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home State as a whole is just special
that way. I always respected and ad-
mired Mark for the strong, passionate
leader he was. As a lifelong member of
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in
Mannington, Mark served as a lector,
Eucharistic minister, and choir mem-
ber. The importance of faith and family
was at the forefront of everything he
set out to do, and it carried him
through any hardships he faced.

He loved to work with his hands and
found solace in gardening and working
on his farm, and I know I join our en-
tire family in remembering Mark as
the hard-working, generous soul he
was. His legacy lives on through our
many loving memories of him as well
as through the brave coal miners who
learned from his lifesaving training.

What is most important is that he
lived a full life, surrounded by his loved
ones. Gayle and I extend our condo-
lences to his beloved wife of nearly 36
years, Lora; their sons, Zachary and
his wife Kelly, and Jeremy and his wife
Allie; and his grandson Oliver; as well
as his parents Joe and Carole; his sis-
ters, Christina and her husband Jack,
and Cynthia and her husband Steve; his
brother-in-law Remy Petrucci; and his
mother-in-law and father-in-law, Leon-
ard and Judy Myers; in addition to his
numerous nieces and nephews. Again,
we extend our most sincere condo-
lences from our family to theirs for our
shared loss of this remarkable person.
The unwavering love he had for our
family, friends, and our home State
will live on forever in the hearts of all
who had the privilege of knowing him.e

——

REMEMBERING CASSIE JOHNSON

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
one of West Virginia’s finest.
Patrolwoman Cassie Johnson of the
Charleston Police Department rep-
resented the very best of who we are as
a statewide community, and she was
taken from us far too soon on Decem-
ber 3, 2020, at the age of 28. Cassie was
the daughter of an ironworker; she
shared her mother’s steely resolve and
iron constitution.

Being a police officer in the city she
loved and grew up in was a dream come
true for Cassie. She was sworn in by
Mayor Amy Goodwin in January of 2019
and had previously worked as a city
humane officer. Cassie was born and
raised in our State’s capital. She could
have gone anywhere, and she chose to
stay and protect and serve the commu-
nity that made her who she was.

She was truly a beautiful person in
every way. Growing up, Cassie was an
athlete and particularly loved softball.
She would one day find that the Little
League field she played on as a child
was on her beat, and so she watched
over it with great care so the current
generation of children could play in
safety. One of the first things she did
when she was assigned to the field was
to clean up the drug paraphernalia to
make it a safe place for kids. Because



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-12-21T18:42:58-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




